
Supplement to:
Rosenfeld, J. Michael. 2024. “The Surprising De-
cline of Workplace Sexual Harassment Incidence in
the U.S. Federal Workforce” Sociological Science 11:
934-964.

S1



Rosenfeld Surprising Decline of Workplace Sexual Harassment Incidence in U.S. Workforce

 

Appendix Figure 1: A comparison of USMSPB question wording with regard to experience of sexual harassment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987 survey  1994 survey 
2016 survey (clear 

wording) 

Harder to interpret 1994 survey as to 

which circle goes with which category. 

Communication from MSPB staff 

indicates that the survey instrument 

actually fielded in 1994 had shading 

which clearly distinguished these 5 

columns. 

2016 survey 

2021 survey 

“unwanted pressure for 

dates” in 1987 and 1994 
“pressure for dates” in 2016 and 

2021 

Unique framing on the page 

in 2016: “Sexual 

Harassment..” 

* “Unwanted deliberate touching, leaning over, 

crowding or pinching” in 1987 and 1994 became 

“Unwelcome invasion of personal space (e.g. 

touching, crowding, leaning over)” in 2016 and 

2021 

* “Unwanted letters, telephone calls, or materials of 

a sexual nature” in 1987 and 1994 became 

“Unwelcome communications (e.g. emails, phone 

calls, notes, text messages, social media contacts) of 

a sexual nature” in 2016; 2021 left out “notes.” 
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