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Figure S.1: Avg. Ages in Player Pairs
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Figure S.2: Avg. Ranks in Player Pairs
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Figure S.3:Number of Years Playing Together (log) for
Player Pairs

Note: These three graphs show that same-country and cross-country player pairs who win and those who lose in a close third set have

parallel trends for average age, rank, and number of years playing together. There is no sizable drop at the cutoff point. Same-country

and cross-country pairs are therefore comparable after we control for these general characteristics in all models. (N= 10,207; Source:

Panel A)
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Figure S.4: Robustness Check on the Validity of Placebo Test

Note: The graph replicates Figure 5. The x-axis shows the score differences between each player pair in the close third sets. To normalize

the scores, we multiply the point differences of a regular third set by 2, so that they are comparable to a 10-point tiebreaker. This is a

more conservative version of Figure 5, in which we multiply the point differences by 4. The size of the markers is proportional to the

number of pairs in that particular bin. (N= 10,207; Source: Panel A)
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Table S.1: Robustness Check Using Cultural Distance as a Continuous Measure for Heterogeneous Ties

Full Sample

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

Overall Performance 0.0278∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0184∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0163∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0173∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0185∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0135∗ ∗ ∗ 0.0175∗ ∗ ∗

(0.00231) (0.00271) (0.00263) (0.00255) (0.00273) (0.00254) (0.00272)

Cultural Distance −0.00820∗ ∗ ∗

(log) (0.00240)

Overall Performance 0.00592∗ ∗ ∗

× Cultural Distance (log) (0.00108)

Diff. in Power −0.00678∗

Distance (log) (0.00345)

Overall Performance 0.00729∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Power Distance (log) (0.00155)

Diff. in −0.0128∗ ∗ ∗

Individualism (log) (0.00327)

Overall Performance 0.00874∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Individualism (log) (0.00155)

Diff. in Masculinity −0.0123∗ ∗ ∗

(log) (0.00340)

Overall Performance 0.00856∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Masculinity (log) (0.00157)

Diff. in Uncertainty −0.0107∗∗

Avoidance (log) (0.00339)

Overall Performance 0.00756∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Uncertainty (0.00159)
Avoidance (log)

Diff. in Long-term −0.0101∗∗

Orientation (log) (0.00318)

Overall Performance 0.0100∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Long-term (0.00156)
Orientation (log)

Diff. in Indulgence −0.00943∗∗

(log) (0.00343)

Overall Performance 0.00692∗ ∗ ∗

× Diff. in Indulgence (log) (0.00165)

Pairs’ Avg. Ages −2.803∗ ∗ ∗ −2.906∗ ∗ ∗ −2.891∗ ∗ ∗ −2.891∗ ∗ ∗ −2.901∗ ∗ ∗ −3.186∗ ∗ ∗ −3.035∗ ∗ ∗

(log) (0.405) (0.381) (0.381) (0.381) (0.381) (0.347) (0.363)

Pairs’ Avg. Ranks −0.0501∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0532∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0539∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0539∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0537∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0479∗ ∗ ∗ −0.0488∗ ∗ ∗

(log) (0.00490) (0.00482) (0.00482) (0.00481) (0.00481) (0.00488) (0.00489)

Number of Years 0.404∗ ∗ ∗ 0.402∗ ∗ ∗ 0.397∗ ∗ ∗ 0.398∗ ∗ ∗ 0.399∗ ∗ ∗ 0.398∗ ∗ ∗ 0.406∗ ∗ ∗

Playing Together (log) (0.00798) (0.00795) (0.00813) (0.00786) (0.00786) (0.00812) (0.00809)

Observations 20909 23247 23247 23247 23247 22534 22076
R2 0.505 0.499 0.499 0.499 0.499 0.503 0.504
Fixed Effects:
Year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Month Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Player1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Player2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Notes: Standard errors in parentheses. ∗p < 0.05, ∗ ∗ p < 0.01, ∗ ∗ ∗p < 0.001.
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