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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
 
The supplementary material consists of three sections. Section A includes a table of 
results for family outcomes, Section B provides results for a variety of robustness 
tests, and Section C presents sensitivity analyses related to measurement timing 
decisions pre- and post-incarceration. 
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SECTION B: ROBUSTNESS ANALYSES 
 
To analyze whether our main results are driven by specific subgroups in our data, we 
run a number of robustness checks. All robustness checks are set up using the same 
logic of inquiry. The model we estimate in our robustness analyses expands our 
analytic model in the main text by a set of interaction terms, ! × #$%&$'() × ., where 
R is a dummy variable indicating that a person and case belongs to the specific 
subgroup which we are analyzing robustness for. Parameters marked by * in the 
model below thus measure whether results for the subgroup (! = 1) differ from 
results from those not in this subgroup (! = 0), effectively testing for subgroup 
differences in our results. Except from the R terms, the model we estimate here is 
similar to the one we estimate in the main analyses. 

-./0 = 10 
+	40#$%&$'()./0 
+	50#$%&$'() × 67&879:'8&%;./0 
+	<0#$%&'$() × #$'=79./0 
+	>0#$%&$'() × #$7?(&'79./0 
+	40∗! × #$%&$'()./0 
+	50∗! × #$%&$'() × 67&879:'8&%;./0 
+<0∗! × #$%&'$() × #$'=79./0 
+	>0∗! × #$%&$'() × #$7?(&'79./0 
+	AB./ 
+	CDE./ 
+	F./0 

 
Tables B.1–B.6 report estimates from our robustness analyses by outcome. In all 
tables, Model 1 reprints our main results. We check whether our main results are 
robust to length of incarceration (two checks, one for incarcerations periods exceeding 
three months and one for periods exceeding six months); to time period (whether case 
was in 2002 or later); whether effects are stronger or weaker for people who are 
experiencing their first incarceration; whether results differ between the Copenhagen 
detention center (which is the largest facility that houses pretrial detainees) and other 
facilities (local arrests); and whether the main results are driven by the longest 
detention spells (four checks: longest 5 percent of spells; longest 10 percent; longest 
25 percent; and longest 50 percent).  
 
The overarching conclusion that we draw from results presented in this appendix is 
that our main results are robust to differences across the subgroups, although we do 
acknowledge that the estimates for the subgroups (interaction terms) are imprecisely 
estimated due to low number of observations in some of those subgroups.
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SECTION C: CHOICE OF PRE AND POST DETENTION MEASUREMENT POINTS 
 
In this appendix we show that our main results for labor market outcomes are insensitive to the 
choice of pre and post detention measurement points. Results, such as ours, that rely on a 
common trends assumption are always likely to be sensitive to such choice. Our approach to 
showing that the main results – which compare the average labor market outcomes from the 
entire pre to post detention periods – are insensitive to when we measure pre and post outcomes 
is strictly empirical and simply consists in showing that when we chose all possible combinations 
of pre and post detention measurement points, the overall conclusion remains unaltered. We only 
report results from this sensitivity analysis for labor market outcomes because we only found 
substantial effects of pretrial detention (with and without conviction) for these outcomes, and 
because the family outcomes offer too few pre and post detention measurement points to conduct 
the following sensitivity analysis. 
 
We have monthly measurement points for months -36 to -12 prior to detention and, similarly, for 
months +12 to +36 following detention. Taking the measurement point -36, for example, we 
have +12 to +36 (including both) = 25 possible post detention measurement points. We run our 
empirical model for the -36 measurement point and each of the 24 post detention points, and we 
then save the corresponding empirical estimates and their standard errors. We then redo this 
exercise for each of the pre detention points, resulting in a total of 625 estimates derived from all 
possible combinations of pre and post measurement points. Having this large number of point 
estimates obtained from the same statistical model allows us to draw the empirical distribution of 
point estimates that comes from analyzing all potential choices of pre and post detention 
measurement points. If our statistically significant main results were sensitive to the choice of 
measurement points, the empirical distribution of point estimates would show that our main 
results were likely to be “extreme” observations, i.e. fall in one of the tails of the empirical 
distributions.  
 
Figure C.1 shows the distribution of the empirical estimates and confirms that the main results. 
For all combinations of measurement points we, in the left subfigures of Figure C.1, observe a 
statistically significant negative impact of experiencing pretrial detention on labor earnings and 
on employment (measured through the share with labor earnings). The right subfigures of Figure 
C.1 confirm that there are no statistically significant additional effects of being detained pretrial 
and then acquitted (we find both positive and negative estimates and all confidence intervals 
overlap with zero).  
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Figure C.1.  Empirical distribution of effect estimates obtained from different choices of pre and 
post incarceration measurement points. 
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